


PREFACE

This project depicts a story of participatory redevelopment from 
Dharavi, Mumbai, in a form that we love - the comic. 

The research undertaken includes a combination of shared 
knowledge and experiences of the residents of Vithal Bhaskar 
chawl, the local building contractors and the architects at urbz. 

The comic book portrays the story of the redevelopment of 
Vithal Bhaskar chawl through sketches. Our aim is to get the 
attention of readers from all backgrounds.

Its preparation posed many challenges; conveying the complex 
story through easy to understand sketches, making accurate 
compositions and ensuring a context-sensitive representation. 
All through the process we pushed the boundaries of our own 
vision and limitations. 
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THE WORKSHOP
A peek into a workshop organized with the residents of Vithal 
Bhaskar to discuss the design.

THE CONTRACTORS

The history of building and rebuilding Vithal Bhaskar Chawl.

BACK TO WORK
The team resumes work after a long virus-induced hiatus.

THE RESIDENTS
Discovering the residents’ concerns and requirements for 
their planned future home.

BREAKING GROUND
The work starts with tearing down and rebuilding! 

THE BRIEF
Preliminary steps taken by urbz and residents of Vithal 
Bhaskar Chawl to ensure that design meets social and spatial 
needs. 

THE INTERN
urbz interns visit the Vithal Bhaskar site.

THE DESIGN
The urbz team negotiates the site and works on the design. 

EPILOGUE : VIBRANT 
NEIGHBORHOODS
In this last chapter we explore homegrown streets around 
the world.
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PROLOGUE
Establishing the context of the participatory redevelopment 
project initiated by the residents.
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Special thanks to
The residents of Vithal Bhaskar for making this book real. 
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CONTRIBUTORS

Brendon J. D’lima, a Mumbaikar 
currently pursuing his final year in 
Architecture at L.S Raheja S.O.A.  
Brendon with his creative mind 
loves to explore what lies beyond 
the box. He believes every brick has 
a story that needs to be captured 
through sketching and rendering.  
He is an ardent reader and a  
drummer. He aspires to explore 
designs in all of its forms like his 
chosen muse, Mies Van Der Rohe.

Aditya S. Warrier, a Malayali who 
grew up in Delhi is currently pursuing 
his Bachelor’s of Architecture in 
Mumbai at the L. S. Raheja School 
of Architecture. He is passionate 
about Design, loves to sketch, and 
has a keen eye for detail.  He likes 
to describe himself as a Cinephile 
and an Anime/manga enthusiast. 
Curious about storytelling, he often 
tries to express himself in the most 
creative way possible.
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2=20
The growth of 

vithal bhaskar chawl, dharavi

Ever wondered how houses are built in Dharavi?

‘2=20’ gives you a glimpse into how the 
houses of two brothers turned to twenty.

It takes you through a journey from the history 
of Vithal Bhaskar Chawl to its redevelopment, 
emphasizing the role of local contractors in the 
development and redevelopment of Dharavi and 
providing an insider’s view of the construction process. 


