HUES OF KOLIWADA

THREE STUDENTS' EXPERIMENTAL EXCURSION TO
DHARAVI'S KOLIWADA LED TO AN EXHIBITION WITH 40
PHOTOGRAPHS AND 12 MASH-UPS OF THE VILLAGE

"" II you hmro over mlwn n
stroll down the lanes of
Dharavi's Eoliwadn area

(Mshermen's calony) it is impossi-

hle for your eves to ot wander off

inta the vibrant colours and open
spaces that beautify the precinet. It
is this stntement architecture of

Dharavi's Kollwada that caught the

eved ol architecture  students

Anmushkn Samant, Himani Naidu

and Riddhi Yarma, who started

documenting these spaces, which
unlntentionally led o the exhibi-
tion, Kediwady Charcha by the trio.

“It Is not just the colours you see
around, it 15 the people who have
used it and have lived with it for
decides creating thelr own Sdenti:

" anys Himani

Ofen admiring the Keliwada
through thelr window, urged these
studenis to pet out and see koliva-
da closely “Whenever we got stuck
in designing a fecade we would
loak outside for inspiration. So we
decided to look within the koliwa:
da ftsell and stody the area in
detail, to learn more about the
architecture,”™ says Anushka

Bt what started off as an experi-
menial exercise brought 40 quaing
plictures leading to this exhibition,

“We looked ot it from an architec

tural point of view and found the

architectural angunge of i It lkas
certnin continuity o it and we

winted to figure that out,”™ she
il

5.

While clicking plctures. the (v
realised the importance of ihe
other aspects the place, like
clothes hanging orslde houses, the
siray ankmals in the colony tlsat co
exist with the fisher folk and appro-
priation of the space. =1t is not the
documentation of people perse but
the documentation of spaces. But
these peaple are the ones who make
the spaces what it k" says Himani,

“Holiwadns across Mumbal have
their own  identity bright
coloured walls, crazy fecades,
hanging clothes, etc. It has {ts own
Mshermen village wibe,™ adds
Anushki

It is this uniformity of colours
and Tacades thai make for the
wnbgue architectural langeage of
the Dharnvi's koliwada, One such

fecade defining the
Inngunge is e
pink courtyard

that appears. to be an informal liv.
ing space, but on the outsile
“There are four differeni houses
amd one will of each house, adja.
cent to the other is painted in pink.
There was a lantern hanging,
which was alse paknted in pink."”
recalls Himank,

Anothir peculinr design aspoct of
the koliwaida is that svery house
has thelr stalrease exposed and is
not bullt ingide the house “So
when you look mroumd, you foed
anyone can enter the house. Thaere
are no shut doors. Every open
spuice ks filled with a fowerpot. A
stnircase essontinlly becomes an
outdoor space for them,” she adids.

The project thal took the thre:
girls neardy two months o com-
plote nlso comes with some elnbo-
rade [llustrations or mash-ups cre-
ated after segregating each ele

Koliwadas across Mumbai
have their own identity —

4 bright coloured walls, crazy

facades, hanging clothes, etc.
. It has its own fishermen
*\ village vibe.”

—ANUSHKA SAMANT

maent and studying them individu-

ally "We ussd o go in the after-
noon. click pictures of the fcade,
Nowerpats ede. try and pat them
together amnd try to make sapia
sense out of i We put topether
stnircises, window and doors, and
realised all these elements are in
hierarchy: In this ra, W found
patterns. We ended up doing 12
mash-ups,” says Anushkn,
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